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features, but characteristically doubled the cost.
But the high cost of postage was in part overcome
by the privilege of franking, allowed to members
of both Houses of Parliament. As legislators
were exceedingly generous in providing their
friends and constituents with signatures,* few
merchants of importance had any difficulty in
getting their letters franked,19

Since the roads were so bad, much of the
heavier merchandise travelled by river. Thus
the wharves of Reading, Maidenhead and Henley
shipped Berkshire and Oxfordshire malt and meal
on to the barges which fed London, taking in
return oils, groceries, salt and tobacco for the
neighbouring countryside. Every sizable river
bore its share of freightage, and as the century
drew to a close scheme after scheme came before
Parliament for making navigable some provincial
river and opening up new trade.20

The quiet years of Charles IFs reign, between
the Civil Wars that had passed and the great
wars with France to come, were marked by steady
mercantile and colonial expansion. Men were
laying up for themselves and their children

* Among the Shakerley correspondence is a pained letter from a
postal official to a Member of Parliament complaining of the excessive
number of letters that travelled free in his name, and asking sadly how
he contrived to write from so many places at the same time.
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